
HOW MIGHT WE 
FacilitATE genuine 
connection 
across difference 
AND MAKE 
STRANGERS INTO 
NOT STRANGERS?



DESIGN BY NATURE
APPLY DESIGN PRINCIPLES FROM NATURE TO TRIGGER FRESH 
IDEAS AND ITERATE ON EXISTING IDEAS (BIOMIMICRY)



The Mycorrhizal network sustains diversity in a forest 
by transporting nutrients and water. They also use 
them to communicate. They send distress signals 
about drought and disease, for example, or insect 
attacks, and other trees alter their behavior when they 
receive these messages.





TREES>> users


Mycorrhiza network >> The invisible connections between all of us


Soil >> the space/event/activities that allow the network to connect the trees


Sharing information & knowledge 




We think of the trees as individuals, but they rely on each other to thrive. They 
are connected. We are like the trees - we are connected and dependent on 
each other -  we just don’t know it! We act as if we are not and that gets in our 
way.


Like trees, we are both individuals and interdependent

We need a social network to take care of each other and warn each other of 
danger. 


Trees are planted in concrete in the city - making it hard to communicate with 
other trees. Just like us in the city - planted alone in concrete buildings. 


Trees in cities can’t warn each other of disease, that’s why so many diseases 
spread in the city (guessing). We need to work to manually create those 
connections between concrete that don’t happen naturally.


We need to re-learn the language of connection and practice it. 



Blank Spots
PROBE FOR OVERLOOKED OPPORTUNITIES WITHIN THE 
SOLUTION SPACE

Ideas have been generated around people in recovery

Ideas have been generated around elderly

Ideas have been generated around people that need community

Ideas have been generated about learning skills

Ideas have been generated about pop up events

Ideas have been generated around activities that build connection

Ideas have been generated around conversation & diversity

Ideas have been generated around connection

Ideas have been generated around donating to local organizations 

Ideas have been generated around experiments
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Community Issue                                                      PERSONAL

Thinking 
Together

Write a 
Story

Diorama
/Craft

Question 
Cards

Friend 
Bingo

InterviewSpeed 
Dating



WHY: people don’t talk to each other 
anymore, especially outside their 
bubble, Belonging is important to the 
community and Friendships are 
important for mental and physical 
health.  


WHAT: Invite people to engage with each 
other in a meaningful and entertaining 
way without technology or alcohol


HOW: POP UP FRIENDWORKING EVENTS - 3 
activities over coffee to facilitate 
conversation and connection in the 
community



